
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 
6 OCTOBER 2025 AT THE TOWN HALL, YORK STREET, SELBY 
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PRESENT: Cllrs M Davis, S Andrew, F Matthews, T Beharrell, S Shaw-Wright and 
R Pope. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Deputy Clerk 
 
E15  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
  Apologies were received from Cllr J Proud. 
 
E16  DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
  There were no disclosures of interest. 
 
E17  MINUTES 

The minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee held on 7 July 
2025 were received. It was noted that these minutes have previously been 
ratified at Council on 28 July 2025. 
 
Cllr Pope provided an update on the air quality in Selby. Further research is 
needed and will be presented at the next meeting in January. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
i. The minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 7 

July 2025 be noted, and 
ii. Cllr Pope presents a report on the air quality in Selby at the 

January environment meeting. 
 
E18  COUNCILLOR BAUMANN 

It was noted that Cllr Baumann joined an online call on 9 September with 
Cllr Davis, Cllr Matthews, Cllr Beharrell and the deputy clerk. Cllr Baumann 
shared what Sherburn Town Council have been doing with their re-wilding 
project and nature recovery. 
 
The Chair requested that the deputy clerk shares the notes from the 
meeting with the committee. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
i. The update be noted, and  
ii. That the deputy clerk shares the notes of the meeting with the 

committee. 
   
E19  NATURE RECOVERY ACTION PLAN 



 
 

It was noted that the Nature Recovery Action Plan has been updated with 
current activities.   
 
RESOLVED: That the update be noted. 

    
E20  CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
  It was noted that there are no new updates to the Climate Action Plan. 
 
  RESOLVED: That the update be noted.   
   
E21  COMMUNITY ACTIVITY DAYS  

It was noted that the next community activity day will be held on Tuesday 
14 October from 10am until 3pm where bulb planting along the jubilee path 
will be the focus. 
 
The proposed dates for 2026 are: 
 
Tuesday 24 February – Winter activities – Prepare wildflower areas, plant 
bare root trees and hedging. 
Tuesday 26 May – Spring activities – Plant hedging and weeding. 
Thursday 10 September – Summer activities – Seed collecting from 
wildflowers. 
Thursday 15 October – Autumn activities – Bulb and tree planting. 
 
Committee members requested that some local groups are invited to take 
part in the activity days. The deputy clerk will contact these groups to see if 
they are interested. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
i. The update be noted, and 
ii. The deputy clerk contacts some local community groups to ask 

if they would like to join the activity days. 
 
E22  SUSTAINABILITY CLINIC PROJECT PARTNER 

Cllr Matthews provided an update on the project partnership with York 
University. 
 
The students had their first meeting with Cllr Matthews, Cllr M Davis and 
the deputy clerk on 6 October to discuss the projects.  
The projects will be presented week commencing 27 October.  
The deputy clerk will advise committee members when this will be so that 
they can attend the presentation.  



 
 

 
RESOLVED: That the update be noted. 

   
E23  LOTTERY GRANT 

The proposals from the deputy clerk on three projects that could be 
submitted as applications for the Lottery Grant were considered. 
National Lottery Awards for All England – Environment | The National 
Lottery Community Fund 
The committee agreed that they can go out to public consultation. But 
before submitting the grant application that the final plan has more detail 
and research added to it. 
As part of the consultation the community will be asked what they would 
like to see in these three proposed areas. 
 
RESOLVED THAT:  
i. The proposals are to be submitted for public consultation, and 
ii. Following the consultation the deputy clerk submits the grant 

application. 
 
E24  BONFIRE – GLOW STICKS 

It was considered if glow sticks are to be sold at the 2026 Bonfire and 
Fireworks display. 
 
Committee members agreed that a more environmentally friendly option 
should be considered for next year. The deputy clerk will research what is 
available. If no alternative can be found the schools could be asked if they 
would like to do a bucket collection. 
 
RESOLVED: That the clerk researches alternatives to the glow sticks 
for 2026. 

 
E25  SELBY IN BLOOM 

It was noted that the review meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
 
Committee members agreed that the artwork competition should continue 
in 2026.  
It was suggested that the garden competition is adapted to cover a longer 
period of time and that it is promoted earlier in the year. 
The deputy clerk will work on a plan for Bloom 2026 and ensure that it is 
publicised in January 2026. 
 

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-england-environment
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-england-environment


 
 

Committee requested that a recommendation is taken to council that the 
clerk writes to North Yorkshire Council regarding maintenance of the 
planters in the town centre. 
Cllr Pope will plot where the planters are in the town to support the 
recommendation. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
i. The clerk produces a plan for Bloom 2026 and publicises it in 

January, 
ii. That the artwork competition is continued in 2026, and 
iii. Cllr Pope produces a plan of the planters in the town centre. 

 
RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: That the Clerk writes to North 
Yorkshire Council regarding maintenance of the planters in the town 
centre. 

     
E26  DATE OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
  Monday 12 January 2026 
  Monday 23 March 2026 
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